TECHNOLOGY, WAR, AND GOVERNMENT 499
same way as the rest of Western Europe. But could the same prophecy
be made at the same date with the same confidence about Germany,
where the traditional Prussian militarism that Hitler had stoked up to
such incendiary effect manifestly had a far more wide-spread and far
more tenacious hold on the souls of the people?

This question was one of grave concern to non-German West Euro-
peans at a moment when, with their reluctant and half-hearted assent,
the Americans were soliciting a German people that had attacked and
overrun its neighbours twice in one lifetime to revive a martial tradition
that, within living memory, had cost the rest of the World two world
wars. At the time of writing, it was impossible to predict what the Ger-
man response was going to be to a challenge presented to Germany by
the current quarrel between the ex-victors in the latest of two wars that
Germany had made and lost. Which of two features in the new situation
would loom the larger in German eyes ? The possibility for Germany of
reacquiring political power by auctioning German military services to
the higher bidder of the two parties that were now feverishly competing
for so unquestionably valuable a military asset ? Or the possibility of
exposing herself to suffer a fate that would be even worse than the fate
that she had brought upon herself in A.D. 1945, and indeed as bad as the
fate that she had experienced in A.D. 1618-48, if she were now to become
the battlefield of a war between foreign Powers by whom she had
formerly been 'encircled' ? On the morrow of the War of A.D. 1939-45
there were signs in Germany that some Germans, at any rate, had by
this time had enough of sacrificing life, property, and conscience by
submitting to serve as 'cannon-fodder1 for successive German Govern-
ments to spend in successive wars of aggression ending in successive
disastrous defeats; and the emergence of this mood in Germany after
VE-Day, 1945, was, after all, something that was to be expected in the
light of similar changes of heart which, at earlier dates, had come over
other West European peoples who, in their day, had been addicted to
Militarism no less strongly or persistently than the Germans.

The Germans' French victims, as we have already noticed, had lent
themselves to Militarism for 376 years (A.D. 1494-1870), till they had been
cured of it by a crushing German retort. A Swedish militarism that had
been rampant since Gustavus Adolphus (regnabat A.D. 1611-32) had
disembarked his expeditionary force on German soil on the 27-28th
June, 1630, had been extinguished by a subsequent and consequent
Swedish experience of being bled white by Charles XII (regnabat A.D.
1697-1718). A Spanish militarism that had been coeval with its French
counterpart had evaporated after the Thirty Years War. 'Therefore say:
"Thus saith the Lord God:... I will put a new spirit within you; and
I will take the stony heart out of their flesh and will give them an heart of
flesh".'1 When this God-given change of heart had been vouchsafed, in
recent Western experience, to the Spaniards and the Swedes and the
French, it seemed unlikely that the Germans would be proof against an
influence to which these other West European peoples had all yielded.
Spanish, Swedish, and French hearts had been changed, sooner or later,

i Ezek. xi. 16 and 19.